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1000 to 1200 Die in Chicago Boat Disaster;
Four-fifths of Lost Women and Children;

U. §. and State Slft Upsettmg of Picnic Ship

SERLIN NOTE
WARNSBRITAIN
OFFICIALS SAY

Think Stand on
Submarine Has
Broader Range.

GERMAN CH.»\NCE
TO BE U. S. ALLY

May Co-operate Toward
Freedom of Seas for
Neutral Shipping.

BRITISH PLEDSE
FAITH ON WAR
ANNIVERSARY

London, July 24.—<The anniver-
sary of Great Britain's declaration
of war on Germany, August 4, will

be marked throughout the Empire
by reaflirming British determination
to continue the struggie unswerv-
ingly. The pledge will he embodied
in this resolution, approved by I're-
mier Asquith:

“That on this anniversary of the
declaration of & righteous war, this
meeling of citizens of
records its inflexible determination
confinue fo a victorious end the
struggle for the maintenance of
those ideals of liberty and justice
the common and sacred

which are
cause of the Allies.”
Meetings have been arranged

throughout the Empire at which the
resolution will be put. Members of
the Cabinet and of DParliament and
other public officials are co-operat-
ing in the arrangement. The do-
minions and colonies are all joining
in the movement.
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tide changed at 1 o'clock this morning.
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ped hy Whitman.
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WERE DROWNED, AND

WITICTIT 1,000

FOUR INQUIRIES

DISASTER BEGIN

Federal, State and City
Officials Seek to Fix | &,
Responsibility.

\VATER BALLAST The steamer Eastland, 1,000
BE LIEVED CAUSE ypen :he upset in the Chicago river

Albrigh
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. ) , land rclm work for the company
Witnesses Testify at Coroner's ... o the company,
Hearing of Listing of Top-  the

river.
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. BODIES OF VICTIMS
COVER RIVER; MANY
TRAPPED IN CABINS

Eastland, “Hoodoo Ship,” Capsizes
at Pier While Loaded to

Capacity for Excursion.

LEADERS.

SEARCH OF HULK GOES ON
| UNDER ELECTRIC LIGHTS

Catastrophe Stops Picnic of the Western
Electric Employes, 2,000 of Whom Were
Recently Sent West irom New York.

(By Telegraph to The Tribune.)

Chicago, July 24.—Nearly 1,000 persons, at the lowest esti-
mate, and possibly 1,200, of the throng of 7,500 employes of the
Western Electric Company and their families who started this
morning for a picnic across Lake Michigan were drowned when
the steamer Eastland, the first of five boats that were to carry the
crowd, capsized at her pier in the Chicago River,

Coroner Hoffman at 11 o'clock said that according to the in-
| formation at hand he hoped that the total dead would not exceed
{1,000. The number of bodies in the morgue, according to official

count, was 842, While others were added later, there was some
— | duplication, it was discovered. The Coroner said that any bodies
in addition to the 842 were in the river or in the hull of the steamer
Eastland. These are estimated at from 200 up.

It is believed that 1,500 of those on board were saved. These
| estimates do not fit into the official statement, which places the
number on board at 2,500, the legal capacity of the vessel. Several
witnesses, however, declare that this number had been greatly
exceeded, some putting the total as igh as 3,200.

Probably four out of five of the victims were women and
children. The men employes were practically all accompanied by
their families, while in addition there were hundreds of girl

were

wliose
yesterday.
. of the Western Electric an!*.ln\. who took charge of the

passengers

drowned
In the inset abov ;

e=—H, |
rescue
set is F. W. Willard, another

two of the yictims from

workers.
All day long every available man strained at the work, first of

! heavy Vessel.

| Chicago, July 2L—Coroner Hoffman
announced late to-night that he had
ordered the arrest of every official of
the Indiana Transportation Company,
which leased the Eastland. No indi-
viduals were mentioned in the Cor-

oner's announcement.
1

Women Calmly Await
Fate as Men Fight

rescuing the living, and then of recovering the bodies, and to-night
long lines of electric arcs were streched along the uppermost side
of the Eastland to enable firemen and divers to continue their work
through the night.
NO CHANCE TO ESCAPE.
So sudden was the overturning of the boat that none on board
had a chance to escape. Within five minutes of the first notice-

By Telegrapl 1o The Tribune. ]
Chicago, July 24, Chicago was buss Dragged from Places of Safety by Frantic Members
to-night getting investigations under ‘
| way to place responsibility for thu
negligence which cost probably more
than o thousand lives [
{ By Telegraph ta The Tritwne.]

Although the Esstland was known
over the lakes for its lack of balance,
neither officers nor crew apprised the
passengers of their danger until it was

Chicago, July 24.—Stories of joy—=&
joy which found expression in tears

were told by those rescued from the

t
late. On that the stories of the Tiver or from the deathtrap hull of the
ors, however incohe u'!, agree. | steamer Eastland.
are two hig questions which| A daughter, hauled from the water

us investigating lunih will
have answered:

it hecause of A defect in its
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just when she felt that she had no
chanee for life, lay on a hed at the
Hotel Sherman and told the story of

| her rescue,
assengers permitted
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heir lives the women &nd girls, after
the rs panic, quickly recovered.
Either they clung patiently to rails and

hits of wreckage, or, if trapped in the
| hull, waited calmly for rescue or death
their thoughts for the most
those not so fortunate.
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of Stronger Sex, They Fearlessly Accept
Rescue or Death,

| surface not far fron

While men fought madly for | Vv

able list, the vessel snapped the hawsers that held her to the pier,
or dragged up the piles to which they were fastened, had drifted
slowly a few yards out into the river, turned on her beam ends and
settled to the bottom in twenty-five feet of water.

Panic seized the passengers when the boat began to turn over.
The hest accounts of witnesses agree that the steamer rolled slight-

I jumped in to gral

Frantic Man Prevents Rescue,
s Sk nr hte Baiie mrsim it ly twice, then turned further, and that hundreds of screaming,
TPrrnr s making for them, too. [ got str: 1ggling men, women ‘and children slid across the sloping decks,

rowomes, and starte

1"{ pull
¢ fat man held on tc 1

d of
¢ fought for room and clutched at companions, deck chairs or

’ 'l.t.','. Tl 1 e '.J.J[' ' any other object that came to hand.
MAlE s I Sughs. Women and children by hundreds were caught below decks,

and the scratched faces, torn clothing and bruised bodies of the
dead bore mute evidence of the desperation with which they had
fought for life.

Instantly the surface of the river became a mass of bodies;
the light dresses of the women and children, who were nearly

nder what th oppers . X
. When 1 wes in the river f four times as numerous as the men, making patches of tragedy on
y save the lives of ¢ a oy $l= " T
Aag it oMt o its murky surface.
2 i MEN RUSH TO RESCUE.
g

ten of them there,

Instantly, too, from the crowd still waiting on the piers, from
neighboring boats and buildings, and from every point where men
were gathered volunteer heroes plunged to the rescue.

Whea firemen chopped and forced their way through the side
of the hull of the overturned boat they found bodies piled on one
another like so many boxes of merchandise. They began taking
them out and placing them on the tug Racine, which stood along-

There they were placed on stretchers and carried ashore.
Eight divers, equipped with underwater suits and helmets,
searched the holds of the vessel, aided by a dozen or more volun-
teer swimmers who, clad in bathing suits or stripped to their un-
derwear, dived time after time into the water.

As quickly as a body was located it was seized with hooks and
brought to the surface, “There's one," would be the cry, and usu-
| ally this would be followed by the call: “It's a woman.”

Summer gowns and finery torn to shreds, scratched faces and

Jumped to Nearby Boat and
Didn't Wet His Fecl

t -‘rm—

side.

clenched hands were the rule.
The rescuers for several hours sufiered from the heat of the

jI}* 111, caused by the furnaces of the boat. They stood first on one
foot and then on the other until sawdust, burlap bags and tarpau-

S > - lins were laid on the hot steel plates.
\‘::T““ sflu:::d pl:.’.'r'f'.f' I-.:"-f..h“.].‘:' Several persons were taken alive from the cabins of the ship

after it had lain on its side in the river for four hours, but the hun-
dreds of others said to be in the hulk are all dead.
There were sev enty-two men in the crew of the Lastl.md and

'
pulled through a port-
“I was dragged clear
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foreman, Wwas
hole to safety.



